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to avoid the extremes of. pragmatism on the one hand and the
historic view on the other; and each corrects and comple*
ments the other. The individual and his convictions are as
important as corporate religion and loyalty to its conventions.

THE RELIGIOUS METHOD OF IMMANENT
CRITICISM

The method of immanent criticism that is adopted
here holds that every religion has its own tradition and
soul though there is the same oversoul that is immanent in
all of them. God resides in the heart of all beings and in
all sects and systems. He is in all beings and all beings are
in Him. Yet He is outside them as a transcendental Being
who is pure and perfect. Immanence brings out mystic
intimacy and transcendence brings out holy ethical eminence.
God may be defined as Power or Presence or Inner Self but
He is essentially Love and His one purpose is universal
redemption. All souls are alike as they come from God and
go to God. The best test of spirituality is God-realization
and service to all. The chief means of seeking God is
absolute surrender to His redemptive purpose and thirsting for
communion with Him. All religions are universal only in this
sense. The idea of fellowship of faiths is described in a variety
of ways : Toleration is not indifferentism or expediency but is
acceptance and assimilation. It is opposed to the cynical
view that all religions are equally true, they are equally false,
and they are equally expedient. Eclecticism pieces together
the best in each religion, like the Christian idea of fatherhood,
the Islamic idea of brotherhood, the Buddhistic view of
benevolence and the Hindu view of mystic intimacy. But
it is only an arithmetical view different from the true synthetic